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Kieschnick urges mission on " new
frontier® “It is time for The Lutheran
Church--Missouri Synod to turn the
world upside down for Jesus,” Synod
President Gerald Kieschnick told Synod
leaders -- board and commission mem-
bers and executive staff -- shortly after
many of them had been installed into
office Sept. 18.

Amendment meant for * clarification®
draws opposition An amendment to
the Synod’s Constitution adopted by
this year’s Synod convention and sent
to LCMS congregations for ratification
is drawing some opposition. But the
chairman of the floor committee that
offered the amendment says it is simply
a “clarification” that would not change
the way the Synod historically has oper-
ated.

Grant for post-9/11 ministries helps
children " feel safe’ Three years after
the terrorist attacks on the World Trade
Center, needs continue to surface in
New York City, including the needs of
children who live under the constant
threat of another assault.

- www.lems.org -
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From The Pastor’s Heart
A Time For Reformation!

“Get up! Consecrate the people and say,

‘Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow;

for thus says the Lord, God of Israel,

“There are devoted things in your midst, O Israel.

You cannot stand before your enemies until you take away
the devoted things from among you.””” — Joshua 7:13 (ESV)

THIS OCTOBER NEW LIFE WILL CELEBRATE OUR 9TH ANNIVERSARY
(OCTOBER 10™) AND REFORMATION DAY (OCTOBER 31°")! The celebra-
tion of God’s beginning our life together is easy to comprehend, but what do
we mean by “reformation”? “Reformation” involves improvement by correc-
tion and presupposes formation and deformation. In church history it refers
specifically to the 16th century movement to restore the church, which was
founded and formed by Christ Himself. Mainly due to the papacy, she had
been deformed.

An anti-Christian doctrine was being promulgated that good works have
the ability to earn a person’s way into heaven. Earlier, Waldo, Wycliffe, and
Hus had unsuccessfully attempted to reform this teaching; but were unsuc-
cessful. Reform Councils of the church had also tried to root out corruption
from the medieval church of Rome, but could not.

The man of the Reformation was Martin Luther, and the beginning of the
Reformation may be traced to his question: “How do I obtain a gracious God?”
About in 1514, God’s answer came to Luther through these Bible passages:
Psalm 31:1; Psalm 71:2; & Romans 1:17 “For in it the righteousness of God is
revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”
Our salvation is not based upon our righteousness, but upon God’s righteous-
ness, a righteousness that He freely gives to those who believe in Jesus. Now,
once again, God spoke clearly and with authority through His Word.
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But did you know that God intends reformation to be an ongoing event in our lives? May I ask: “Is there need of
reformation in your life?” Like the reformers, have you allowed God to speak to you in all the Law and Gospel clar-
ity and authority of Scripture?

In Joshua 7 God helped reformation take place: He had already brought the Israelites out of Egypt, He had formed
a special relationship with them by His covenant, He had blessed the Israelites with great successes at both Gilgal
and Jericho; but now at Ai, they had met shameful defeat! 3,000 Israelites were routed by what was considered
“only a few men.” Why? Because the Israelites 1) had become self-confident, 2) they had neglected prayer, and 3)
they had become disobedient and insensitive to sin (an unacceptable situation because even one person’s sin affects
the whole group).

Have we ourselves faced disillusionment and defeat in our own Christian walk for this very reason? God has
told us that we cannot stand for Him until the devoted things are removed. We need to confess our sin, ask Christ
to restore and continue what He began in us through Word and Baptism (but which by our old nature, this world’s
influence, and the devil’s temptations had become deformed), thank Him that it is totally by His grace that we are
saved (1 John 1:9), and once again take up our cross and follow Him! This is all that Christians are asked to do: Then
by the power that God gives us we will be able to stand strong before God’s spiritual enemies. Then the Reforma-
tion will have had all of God’s intended empowerment for you and me! May He bless our Reformation Day!

In Christ’s Love,
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God Wants Your Heart

God loved the world this way: He gave his only Son
so that everyone who believes in him will not die
but will have eternal life.

John 3:16

TO WHOM DOES GOD give his beloved Son? God gives him to the world--
the lost multitude who never deserved it. They could only expect to remain lost
and condemned without him. God gave his Son to the lost so that they might be
saved. Then, what should you do for this loving God in return? Nothing! Don’t

go on pilgrimages. Don’t do this or that good work. Instead, simply believe in

"
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Christ alone. Then you will be able to get rid of your old nature and cling to him.
Your faith, of course, should be the kind that produces good works.

You cannot take hold of this gift--the Son of God--with your hand. The Son
of God cannot be contained in a jar. He is only grasped with the heart and by
faith. When this gift comes into your heart, when you believe in Christ with your
whole heart, then you won’t be the same person. Even if you once were a thief, an
adulterer, or a murderer, you will become a new person, for you have the Light

in your heart.



What the Lord Christ wants first and foremost is your heart--a heart that
believes in him alone. God wants your best, not your mouth or your hand, but
your heart. He wants you to be righteous on the inside. When you believe in
Christ, your heart becomes clean. Peter says that faith cleanses hearts (Acts
15:9). That same faith doesn’t permit you to be arrogant or proud. For when
the heart is cleansed, the hands, eyes, feet, and all other members are also
cleansed. You will act differently than before. Faith won’t permit you to be a
sinner, fornicator, or adulterer any longer. So your entire life will reflect what’s

in your heart.
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